
Greetings NAC SETAC Members and Friends,  
 

As we look toward our 2012 Annual Meeting, we take a moment 
to reflect back on the activities of our Chapter over the last year.   
 

In the September 2010, we held a very well attended short 
course entitled ñStatistics for Environmental Professionalsò.  The 
course was taught by Kelly Black from Neptune and Company, 
Inc. at the Doyle Conservation Center, a LEED Gold-Certified 
green building, in Leominster, MA.  This was an example of a 
course that was requested by our members and we identified the 
course facilitator based on a recommendation by a NAC member 
who found it to be very effective and well taught.  Our goal as 
your Board is to provide educational opportunities that meet your 
interests and professional needs so please continue to provide us 
with recommendations for future courses. 
 

Our primary NAC-SETAC event in 2011 was our 17th Annual 
Meeting held June 8 - 10, 2011 at the Hilton Garden Inn, 
Freeport, Maine. The meeting kicked off with a full -day short 
course, ñEndocrine Disruptors: The Good, The Bad, and The 
Regulationsò led by Lisa S. Ortego, PhD, DABT and Ann M. 
Blacker, PhD, DABT (BayerCropScience) with the help of Tim 
Verslycke, PhD (Gradient) and Karen Kidd, PhD (University of 
New Brunswick in Saint John).  Participants found the course to 
be valuable and timely as endocrine disrupters receive increased 
regulatory and scientific attention.  The meeting included sessions 
on:   Local Issues in Maine, Contaminated Sediments, Energy 
and Environment, Environmental Toxicology, Topics in 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry. We continued the 
Interactive Lunch Mentoring Session - Careers In Environmental 
Sciences: Viewpoints from Academia, Government, & Consulting 
in which members from different professional sectors provide our 
student members with tips and insights into the respective fields 
of employment.  New in 2011, board members Adria Elskus and 
Tim Verslycke organized a Point-Counterpoint: Oil Spill Response 
Panel Discussion.  Warren Boothman (US EPA) kicked off the 
special session with a photographic behind the scenes tour of his 
work on one of the leading scientific research ships responding to 
the spill.  Then Ken Finkelstein (NOAAós Office of Response and 
Restoration), Deborah French-McCay (Director of Impact 
Assessment Services and Principal, Applied Science Associates) 
and Steve Lehmann (NOAA), as well as Warren discussed the 
many challenges faced by those responding to the spill and 
evaluating conditions after the spill.  They each provided a unique 
perspective and provided the audience with a lively and 
informative debate about oil spill response.  The day ended with a 
wonderful banquet presentation provided by Dr. Karen Kidd 
(Canadian Rivers Institute & Biology Department University of 
New Brunswick) entitled ñEstrogens in Aquatic Environments: 
What Are the Risks?ò Her informative talk provided the scientific 
details of innovative whole system studies of estrogenic 
influences at the Experimental Lakes Area in northwestern 
Ontario, Canada and I must say those in attendance found it to be  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a most entertaining presentation as well.  The meeting also 
included a poster social , student raffles with an assortment 
of local whoopee pies and numerous networking 
opportunities.  Our emphasis on making the meetings 
accessible to students continued with our student awards 
which were all won this year by first time undergraduate 
attendees!  I would like to thank all of the Board and many 
members who volunteer many hours to help make these 
Annual Events fun, informative and successful.  Student 
presentation award winners  include:  Best Student Oral 
Presentation Andrew Cardomone, Bowdoin College, Maine, 
ñPhosphate Source-Sink Dynamics in Androscoggin River 
Sedimentsò; Best Student Poster Presentation (tied)  
Nicholas Kutil, ñMercury Bioaccumulation in 
Elasmobranchsò; and Garrett LeBlanc, ñHabitat Effects on 
Mercury Bioaccumulation in Black Sea Bass  (Centropristis 
striata)ò, both from Roger Williams University, Rhode Island. 
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Please visit our website (www.nacsetac.org) to check for 
updates on our 2012 meeting.  Preliminary information and 
details will be posted in December with updates occurring 
throughout the spring in the months leading to our meeting.  
This 2012 meeting will have our traditional format:  a full 
day short course on Wednesday, June 6th, platform 
presentations, poster social, banquet with keynote speaker, 
and NAC JAM Session on Thursday, and platform 
presentations Friday until noon.  Our venue will also feature 
nightly campfires & treats (weather permitting). 
 

Whispering Pines Conference Center  
West Greenwich, RI  

Located in the heart of 2,300 acres of forests, lakes, and 
streams, Whispering Pines offers gourmet food and 
overnight rooms which include complimentary wireless high
-speed Internet access, on-site recreational activities 
(billiards, bocce ball, campfire, canoeing, croquet, fly 
fishing, half-court basketball, hiking trails, horseshoes, & 
sand volleyball), full morning breakfast, & outdoor parking.  
This is a unique location and on-site housing is limited, 
reserve yours now!  Contact Whispering Pines directly @ 
401-397-3361 ext. 6056.  Refer to NACSETAC conference 
when booking your room. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Planning a course on the latest field sampling technology.   
Chair, Mike Hutcheson, michael.hutcheson@state.ma.us 

Sessions In the Works  

Thursday, June 7 th - Friday, June 8 th 

 

Chemicals in the Environment 
Climate Change 
Emerging Contaminants 
Local Issues 
Ocean Acidification 
Point - Counter point:  Climate Change 
Other Topics in Environmental Toxicology & Chemistry 
Poster Session 

 

We welcome platform and poster presentations dealing with all 
aspects of environmental toxicology, environmental chemistry, & 
ecological risk assessment. 

 

Sponsorships  
Venues are becoming more costly to us and one of our primary 
objectives is to provide travel and presentation awards to 
student members.  If your company or institution would like to 
help provide support, please contact Dodi Borsay Horowitz 
(webmaster@nacsetac.org) and visit our website to view 
options for sponsorships at our annual meeting. 
 

NAC JAM Session  
Wrapping things up Thursday night, the Jam Session will be a 
óspontaneousô musical event open to all.  Bring along your 
acoustic instrument or other musical device and partake in an 
informal gathering.  Sit along Lake Eisenhower around the 
campfire and join in!  

Short Course  

Wednesday, June 6 th  

8:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  
 

ñAn Overview of Current 
Technologies for Environmental Data 

Acquisition, Storage and 
Transmissionò 

Message from the Presidenté continued  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to recognize those 
Board Members whose terms ended at the 2011 Annual 
Meeting:  Jack Barclay, Allison Dunn, Peg Pelletier, and 
Patti Reilly.  Jack, Allison, Peg and Patti brought unique 
talents and expertise to our Board, shared great 
enthusiasm for our Chapter efforts and stood by ready to 
volunteer for the next Chapter need.  I thank them all for 
their contributions.  We have a number of newly elected 
Board Members.   A brief introduction of each is provided 
inside this newsletter.  Please donôt hesitate to contact any 
Board member if you have questions about the Chapter, 
have an interest in volunteering or would like to be 
considered for future Board positions. 
 
Your next opportunity to join fellow NAC SETAC Members 
in scientific socializing will be at the SETAC North 
America Meeting in our own Boston backyard.  We will 

also sponsoring a student social.  Details are provided in this 
newsletter.  We hope to see you all there. 
 
We are very excited to be planning our 2012 Annual Meeting 
& Shortcourse .  Mark your calendars -- June 6 ï 8, 2012 at 
the Whispering Pines Conference Center Alton Jones campus, 
West Greenwich, RI.  This is a beautiful venue with many 
opportunities for outdoor learning and recreation.  The Board is 
developing a short-course on field technology and another 
point-counterpoint session focusing on climate change.  If you 
have suggestions please contact us now.  We will provide 
updates as the plans are developed further. 
 
In the meantime ï I wish you all well and look forward to 
crossing paths at SETAC National in Boston, 

 

Ted Wickwire  
President, NAC-SETAC 
president@nacsetac.org 

2012 Short Course and 18 th Annual Meeting  

http://www.nacsetac.org/
mailto:michael.hutcheson@state.ma.us?subject=NACSETAC%20Newsletter%20-%20shortcourse
mailto:president@nacsetac.org?subject=NACnews
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About Our Chapter  
 

NAC/SETAC is a regional chapter of SETAC (Society of 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry), encompassing the 
North Atlantic region from New England (Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, & Rhode 
Island) into the Canadian Provinces of New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland and 
Labrador. Our membership is diverse, comprising people 
from industry, academia and government. To reflect this 
geographic and interest diversity, our annual meeting site 
rotates each year with the plenary session addressing issues 
pertinent to the locale.  

 
 

 

Student Information  
 
To support our student scientists in the field of 
environmental toxicology and chemistry, NAC/SETAC 

offers a variety of student awards and incentives.  
 

SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS on meeting and 

workshop registration fees  

FREE student membership to NAC/SETAC  

TRAVEL AWARDS to help attend our NAC/

SETAC annual meeting and workshops  

COMPETITIVE TRAVEL AWARD to help active 

NAC student members attend the SETAC NA 
meeting  

 
Visit the student webpage at:   
http://www.nacsetac.org/student_information.htm to learn 
more and apply for the travel awards. 
 

PRESENTATION AWARDS 

Best Student Platform Presentation 

Best Student Poster Presentation 

Best First-Time Student NAC/SETAC Platform 

Presentation 

Best First-Time Student NAC/SETAC Poster 

Presentation 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We support our members!  

In 2011, NACSETAC funded 14 student travel awards and 

3 NAC member travel awards to our annual meetings and 

short courses.  NACSETAC has also provided scholarships 

to help fund 2 studentôs travel to the 2010 Portland SETAC 

meeting and will be sending 3 students to Boston this year. 

NACSETAC Chapter Information  

NAC SETAC Membership  
 

Are you a Member of NACSETAC?  Consider 

joining today...  
 

The NAC/SETAC website provides details on becoming a 
regular member, student member, or corporate member.   

 
Our FREE student membership offers travel awards, 

presentation awards, and great networking opportunities. 
 

Also become a member of NAC/SETAC by selecting that 
option while completing your SETAC national membership. 

http://www.nacsetac.org/membership.htm 
 

On-line membership application available. 

Join the fun !!!  

http://www.nacsetac.org/student_information.htm
http://www.nacsetac.org/membership.htm

